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of Moravska Ostrava is fortified by barbed wire, trenches
and underground concrete cells for cannons and machine
gun nests. The formers of the border villages were
ordered to cut the unripe corn and immediately to dig up
all potatoes. Many people left the country with their
belongings and went into inner Moravia. The population
was not expecting any immediate danger in die area of
Moravska Ostrava as they believed that the Poles would
be forced behind the Olsa river, the former Czechoslovak
border in the first attack.

Not long before the present War broke out, enormous
numbers of Reichswehr marched into the district of Mor-
avska Ostrava. Infantry followed by[artillery marched from
early morning until 10 p.m. through the streets of Moravska
Ostrava and the neighbouring villages. The soldiers looking
very tired and exhausted, chiefly suffered from thirst
and asked the civilians, especially the children, for water.
Although the attitude of the Czech population is any-
thing but friendly, some people brought water which
the soldiers gratefully accepted. I heard that most of
the troops were Austrians which fact was confirmed
_d*&w days later when Austrian shillings and Groschen
appeared in the shops and in the purses of the tram
conductors.

All farm buildings, schools, village inns and all
available spaces in private houses were occupied by the
troops. Several artillery detachments were located in Privoz
(a part of the city of Moravska Ostrava), in Vitkovice
(near Rothschild's iron works) and in Hrabuvka. A
large number of cannon were posted in the woods behind